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STATE CENSUS RECORDS:  

 

State Census records provide much needed clues 

on occupations for our Ancestors. State censuses 

were often taken in between the Federal Census.  

These records exist from about 1825 to 1925. Most 

are found in State Libraries and Archives. Many 

are also available on microfilm at the FHL. The 

library has the most complete collections of state 

censuses include; Illinois, Iowa, Kansas, 

Massachusetts, Minnesota, Mississippi, New 

Jersey, New York, Rhode Island, and Wisconsin. 

 

CITY DIRECTORIES:  

 

The Family History Library has a comprehensive 

collection of Directories reproduced in microform. 

This includes 336 cities and regions from the late 

1700s to 1935. The pre-1860 city directories are on 

more than 6,000 microfiche. Directories for 1861 

to 1935 are on 1,118 microfilms. These and other 

directories are listed in the Locality Search of the 

Family History Library Catalog under [STATE], 

[COUNTY], [TOWN] - DIRECTORIES City 

Directories of the United States, 1860-1901: Guide 

to the Microfilm Collection. Woodbridge: 

Research Publications, 1984. 

 

City Directories provide the names and 

occupations of most inhabitants.  Sometimes 

places of employment are also included. 

 

 

 

   www.genealogyresearchnetwork.com 
 

INTRODUCTION: 

 

Genealogists often spend great effort in obtaining 

copies of birth, death, and marriage facts.  

Sometimes little notice is given to what their 

ancestors did to provide for their families.  

Whether they were farmers, or worked in factories, 

each worked somewhere. Consider putting 

together a resume’ for your ancestor.  

 

When doing this ask yourself some questions: 

 

Did Your Ancestor have more than one 

Occupation? 

 

Did Historical Events affect their Occupational 

choices?  

 

Does their place of employment still exist? 

 

Does the occupation still exist today? 

 

FEDERAL CENSUS RECORDS:   

 

(1820, 1840)-Each household classified number of 

persons associated with manufacturing, commerce, 

and agricultural professions.   (1850-1930)-

Recorded the occupation of each male above the 

age of 16 and later included woman as well. This 

is a great source of genealogical information. 

Starting in 1910 the kind of industry is also 

included. Consult online databases such as  

www.ancestry.com 



NEWSPAPERS:  

 

Newspapers provide an excellent source for 

occupational information; To find the names and 

locations of newspapers, use the following 

sources available at most libraries:   Newspapers 

in Microform: United States, 1948-1983. 2 vols. 

Washington, D.C.: Library of Congress, 1984. 

(FHL Film 1145942) This is geographically-

arranged-listing of newspapers on microform and 

the repositories where the microforms are 

available. Many can be borrowed through 

interlibrary loan.  Some records in newspapers 

where occupational information can be gleaned 

include; 

 

Jurors Lists Tavern Licenses   

Obituaries/Funeral Notices 

Business Licenses  Business Advertisements   

 

TAX RECORDS:  

 

The federal government directly taxed citizens in 

1798, 1814 to 1816, 1862 to 1918, and at other 

times until 1918 when personal income was 

introduced. Most of the existing 1798 Direct Tax 

records are at state historical societies, the 

National Archives, and the Family History 

Library. 

 

Other federal tax records are at the National 

Archives and its branches. The federal Internal 

Revenue Assessment Lists tax records for 1862 to 

1866 are part of RG59 

 

IRS Tax Assessment Lists 1862-1918 see 

www.ancestry.com   

 

1798 Direct Tax (Window Tax) 

 

SOCIAL SECURITY ADMINISTRATION:  

 

Records exist from 1937 to present. If your ancestor 

applied and received a Social Security number, then 

there is an SS-5 application form on file that will list, 

among other things, their employer’s name and 

address.   

 

Social Security Administration 

300 N. Greene Street   

P.O. Box 33022   

Baltimore, Maryland 21290-3022  or request the SS-5 

application online.  

 

Mark both the envelope and its contents: FREEDOM 

OF INFORMATION REQUEST or  

INFORMATION REQUEST   
 

If you supply the Social Security Number, the fee is 

$27.00. If the SSN is not known, the fee is $29.00, 

and you must send the person’s full name, date and 

place of birth, and names of parents if known. 

 

MILITARY RECORDS:  

 

Occupational Information can be obtained from 

various Military Sources including; Muster-Rolls 

(Compiled Service Records) Pensions (All War 

Periods) Draft Records &amp; Enlistment Records 

Consult the following book for more details:  

  

VITAL RECORDS:   

 

Vital records can be found in the Locality Search of 

the Family History Library Catalog under each of the 

following approaches:  [STATE] - VITAL 

RECORDS  [STATE], [COUNTY] - VITAL 

RECORDS. 
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[STATE], [COUNTY], [TOWN] - VITAL 

RECORDS   

 

You can find further information about vital 

records in research outlines available for each 

state.  The Family History Library has statewide 

collections and special indexes of vital records for 

most states. The library has good collections of 

county vital records for several states.  Births, 

Marriage, and Death Certificates often contain 

occupational information. Consult the locality 

where you wish to research. 

 

PROBATE, WILLS & DEEDS:  

 

Each state developed its own court system and 

procedures for handling estates &amp; deeds. In 

most states they are presently recorded by a 

county clerk, while in some states they are kept 

by the town clerk. Deeds and Probate proceeding 

often contain useful occupational data. 

 

NATURALIZATION & PASSPORT 

APPLICATIONS:  

 

Another great source of genealogy information 

relating to occupations can be obtained from 

naturalization petitions and passport applications.  

This information was recorded on these 

applications for immigrants detailing their lives to 

go along with Ship Passenger Arrival lists which 

also recorded occupational information. Neagles, 

James C. Locating Your Immigrant Ancestor. 

Logan: Everton Publishers, 1986. (FHL Fiche 

6117121) This lists the years that declarations and 

petitions are available.  Passports: (1795-1925) 

also available on www.ancesstry.com.  

 

 

 

MAPS, ATLASES, AND BUSINESS 

GAZETTEERS:  

 

Occupation information can also be found on various 

maps. One great source; Land Ownership Maps: A 

Checklist of Nineteenth Century United States 

County Maps in the Library of Congress. 

Washington, D.C.: Library of Congress, 1967. (FHL 

Fiche 6048262) 

 

 

Business Directories/Gazetteers (Give Occupational 

Information) 

Panoramic Maps (Bird’s Eye View Maps) 

County Atlases (Consult Catalog-Various Years) 

D.A. Sanborn Maps (Fire Insurance Maps) 

 

WEBSITES:  

 

Many websites that offer occupational information-

some include:  

 

www.worldthroughthelens.com/family-history/old-

occupations 

 

 Www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/rigenweb/

occupation.html.  
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SOME REFERENCE BOOKS: 

Lainhart, Ann S. State Census Records. Baltimore: 

Genealogical Publishing Company, 1992. (FHL US/

CAN Reference X2Lai)  Her book describes dates, 

coverage, content, indexes and availability. 
 

Neagles, James C. U.S. Military Records: A Guide to 

Federal and State Sources, Colonial America to the 

Present. Salt Lake City: Ancestry, 1994. (FHL book 

973 M23nu) 

 

Neagles, James C. Locating Your Immigrant 

Ancestor. Logan: Everton Publishers, 1986. (FHL 

Fiche 6117121) This lists the years that declarations 

and petitions are available.  Passports: (1795-1925) 

also available on www.ancesstry.com.  
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