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Effective, efficient research plans are essential for a serious genealogist. Learning to write them 

well requires both instruction and practice. A well written research plan helps the researcher: 

 Remain focused on the main research goal 

 Conduct comprehensive, in-depth searches 

 Work with greater efficiency 

 Understand the purpose of each search in meeting the overall goal 

 Utilize the best sources 

 Create a research strategy based on logical reasoning 

How Do I Write a Research Plan? 

1. Define the research objective 

2. Study the geographic area and available record sources 

3. Determine which sources may contain pertinent information 

4. Establish the easiest and most efficient ways to access the records 

5. Prioritize the research for greatest efficiency 

Example 1: 

Research Objective: Correctly identify the parents of David Moore 

Research Plan: 

1. Census records 1850 through 1870, 1900? 1910? (Ancestry) 

2. Death records – Missouri death records start 1910 

a. Death certificate? (online – Missouri heritage) 

b. Obituary (search online databases, The State Historical Society of Missouri) 

c. Cemetery records (Find A Grave, other online sites, FHL books) 

d. Probate (FHL, not online at FamilySearch) 

3. Marriage record of David Moore and Margaret Easley 

a. Lewis County, Missouri marriages (FamilySearch) 

b. Indiana marriages (FamilySearch) 

c. Illinois marriages (FamilySearch) 

4. Land records 

a. Federal land patent (online BLM, land entry file – NARA) 

b. Deeds and plat maps (FHL) 

5. Military records – Is this the correct David Moore? 

a. 1890 Veteran’s census (Ancestry) 

b. Civil War Service Records (Fold3) 

c. Pension (index – Fold3, file- NARA) 
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1880 U.S. Federal Census (population schedule), Dickerson Township, Lewis County, Missouri, ED 29, 

sheet 96B, dwelling 116, family 121, David Moore household; digital image, Ancestry 

(www.ancestry.com : accessed July 2011). 
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“American Civil War Soldiers Record,” Ancestry (www.ancestry.com), David A. Moore, accessed 

November 2011. 

 

A research plan does not have to be formal. It is your personal tool—your map—to reach your 

research objective. Be as simple or as detailed as you need, but you should be prepared to rework 

your research plan throughout the research process. Your research plan will need to be adapted 

as you learn new clues from your research. You may also not meet your research goal with your 

initial plan. Don’t worry, simply adjust your plan.  
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1850 U.S. Federal Census (population schedule), Ewing, Lewis County, Missouri, dwelling 47, family 47, 

Joseph A. Moore household; digital image, Ancestry (www.ancestry.com : accessed July 2011). 
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Example 2: 

Research Objective – Correctly identify parents of David Moore – Explore the possibility of 

Samuel and Lucinda Moore as his parents and Joseph Moore as his brother 

Research Plan 

1. Census records for Samuel and Joseph Moore – narrow down death dates (Ancestry) 

2. Probate – (no probate records for Lewis County are online, look up at the FHL) 

3. Land records 

a. Federal land patent (online BLM, file – NARA) 

b. Deeds (FHL) 

4. Lewis County, Missouri circuit court records (FHL) 

5. Obituary (need date of death first, from probate or cemetery) 

6. Lewis County, Missouri tax records (not at FHL, obtain from county) 

 

Example 3: 

It is your turn to create the research plan. There is not necessarily a right or wrong to this 

research plan, but it should include the elements from the five steps learned above. 

Using the following document, decide on a research objective and create a research plan. 

 

 

 

 

Remember, proficiency is gained only through practice - so practice! 

 

  



Case Study: Writing a Powerful Research Plan  Kathryn Moore 

 

Twin Falls (Idaho) County Court, Marriage Licenses and Certificates, volume 5, p. 75, Albert Victor and 

Helen Bond, married 24 July 1920; digital image, “Idaho, County Marriages, 1864-1950,” FamilySearch 

(www.familysearch.org : accessed September 2014). 


