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Big Sites, Little Sites – All Online 
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GenSearch and more 
 gensearchandmore@gmail.com  

www.gensearchandmore.com 

 

Online searches for genealogical data can produce incredible results. Consider the time period your 

ancestor lived in, place of residence and what records might exist.  Do a general online search 

(Google® or Bing®) for any repository in that area of interest.  Most archives, libraries, historical 

societies, genealogical societies, colleges, universities, state governments, county/province 

governments, and federal governments have websites. Information is everywhere – check it out!  

 

Websites 

 

1. The National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) is the repository for federal records in               
     the United States.  The official website is www.archives.gov. They have a page especially for      

    genealogists. Original records are found in the Census, Military, Immigration, Naturalization,  

    and Land collections as well as other databases.  Recognize that not all of the records in the NARA 

    have been microfilmed, and only a small percentage have been digitized.  The NARA has ten  

    Affiliated Archives locations across the U.S. which hold accessioned records. Twelve Regional 

    facilities in the U. S. have research rooms and archival holdings.  Descriptions of the permanent 

    holdings are stored in the Archival Research Catalog (ARC).  There is a Power Point presentation 

    on using the ARC for genealogical research that can be viewed on the NARA web site.  

 

2. The Library of Virginia has collections of books, photographs, fine art, manuscripts, archival 

    records, maps, periodicals, and government publications that are available in paper, microfilm, 

    and digital format.  The Library Catalog allows you to search the print, manuscript and archival 

    collections. The Virginia Memory houses the digital collections. The Alphabetical Listing includes  

    all guides, indexes, and databases. There is a Virginia Public Library Directory and a listing of 

    Local Historical Societies in Virginia on the web site.  The Virginia Heritage Project database has 

    finding aids to manuscript and archival records housed at other repositories. www.lva.virginia.gov  

 

3. The State of Tennessee Library and Archives (TSLA) web site is user friendly. Links to resources  

    are arranged by topics – African American Records, Bibliographies, Birth and Death Records, 

    Census Records, County Records, Early Legislative Records, Acts & Petitions, Governor’s Papers,  

    Manuscripts, Military Records, Native American Records, Newspapers, Place Names and Maps,  

    State Records, Supreme Court, Tennessee Postcards, and Additional Resources.  Explore the 

    Death Notices in Nashville Newspapers 1855-1907, Early Tennessee Tax Lists, or an Inventory 

    of County Records in an area where your ancestor lived.  http://tn.gov/tsla          
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4.  The Roane County Heritage Commission in Tennessee has an extensive collection of original 

     county records housed in the historic Roane County Courthouse.  County Historian, Robert L. 

     Bailey and his assistant, Darleen Trent, have done an excellent job of preserving and protecting 

     court documents.  The Justice of the Peace Case Files from 1801 have over 24,000 original pieces 

     of paper that are now indexed and searchable in the Research Room.  Many county records   

     have been published and are listed on their website at www.roanetnheritage.com .  

   

5.  The Cumberland County, North Carolina Register of Deeds has a website that showcases their 

     Land Records dating back to 1754.  The county land record indexes are searchable for 1754 to 

     1976.  The county land record images are available from 1754 to February 1968.  The indexes 

     and images of the original deeds are all online.  Images can be viewed and printed. The remote  

     access site is www.ccrodinternet.org .    

 

6.  A premier repository in Virginia is the Swem Library at the College of William and Mary in  

     Williamsburg. Research guides written by Swem librarians can help you with classes, papers, and  

     research.  Their special collections include manuscripts, rare books and periodicals.  Search tools 

     on their website easily access listings for books, articles and journals. http://swem.wm.edu. 

     The library focuses on Virginia History.  Early diaries and letters document daily life in the 

     1600’s. The University Archives collects materials documenting the history of the college.   

 

7.  Repositories in smaller university settings feature diverse collections. The Abraham Lincoln  

     Library and Museum is located on the campus of Lincoln Memorial University in Harrogate, 

     Tennessee.  The Civil War Collection is one of the finest in the country.  Approximately 30,000 

     books, manuscripts, pamphlets, and photographs illustrate the story of Lincoln and the Civil War 

     period in US History.  The Library and Archives are open by appointment Monday through  

     Friday.  www.lmunet.edu. 

 

8.  RootsWeb is a free site for genealogists.  Message Boards and Mailing Lists allow collaboration 

     with others searching the same lines.  Family Trees on WorldConnect can provide that family  

     connection you have been looking for.  You can even submit your personal tree. Volunteer 

     Projects insure original source documents will be available for years to come. Surname List, 

     Locality and Topics searches may provide clues to long lost ancestors.  RootsWeb is part of the 

     Ancestry Community.   www.rootsweb.ancestry.com. 

 

9.   USGenWeb is a free site for genealogists.  It is an all-volunteer site for every county and every 

      state in the United States.  On the Home Page, clicking on a state in the list on the left takes the  

      user to the services available for that state.  Usually there is a short history, links to sites that              

      feature genealogical or historical records for the state, and also a link for all of the counties in that  

      state. On the county level, there are frequently marriage, cemetery or census lists, as well as a  

      lookup service in popular historical books from that area.  www.usgenweb.org. 

 

10. The overall best genealogical sites on the net are www.familysearch.org and www.ancestry.com. 

      Both offer historical records, family trees, tutorials, collaboration, and optimum search fields.     
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