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Every genealogist, no matter what the experience level, contemplates finding new ancestors, 

visiting ancestral homelands, and standing over the grave of a long lost loved one.  We have all 

thought about it, probably more than once.  Some people have even had the privilege of crossing 

the oceans in fulfillment of a dream, and added a few new generations to their pedigree.   

Where does it all start?  With your pedigree - that wonderful, large chart with names, dates, and 

places from all over the world.   Filling in the blank spaces on a chart with what you already 

know helps you organize your research. It’s a great analysis tool. It gives you the BIG PICTURE 

of your family – many generations can be viewed at the same time.  This is the best place to 

START or RE-START your genealogy research journey. 

Standardize the Names, Dates and Places on your Chart to avoid confusion: 

 Enter FULL NAMES – first, middle, last 

 Always use the Maiden Name for women 

 Enter DATES – day, month fully written out, year with four digits 

 Enter PLACES – city, county, state, country (smallest to largest jurisdiction) 

 Place entries should be separated by a comma, but not the names or dates 

Once your chart is filled in with all the information that you already know, continue by adding 

the children on a Family Group Record. Then you can check the data for common 

inconsistencies and questionable relationships. Analyze each family, one person at a time.    

Check Birth Dates for the Following: 

 age of mother and father should be at least 13 years old when a child is born – there are 

exceptions to this, but not very often 

 if the mother is under 12 or over 50, question the relationship 

 are there a large number of years between the births of the children 

 was the father deceased more than nine months when a child is born 

 was the mother deceased when a child is born 

 was the mother over 50 when a child is born 

 were any children known to be adopted 
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Check Birth Places for the Following: 

 is the place somewhere that the family lived 

 is the place in an adjacent county to where the family lived 

 is the place in another state or even another country 

 is the other state close to where the family lived 

 did the county exist when the child was born 

 did the place exist when the child was born 

Check Marriage Dates for the Following: 

 are the bride and groom at least 12 years old 

 is the marriage date prior to when the first child is born 

 is the marriage date after the first one or two children are born 

 was the bride over 50 years old at the time of the marriage 

Check Marriage Places for the Following: 

 is the place somewhere that either the bride/groom’s family lived 

 is the place in an adjacent county to where the family lived 

 is the place in another state or even country 

 is the other state close to where the family lived 

 did the city, county or state exist when the marriage took place 

Check Death Dates for the Following: 

 are the death dates typical for a lifespan in the time period 

 is there an age of 100+ for anyone in the family at the time of their death 

 was the mother’s death date prior to a child’s birth date 

 was the father’s death date more than 9 months prior to a child’s birth date 

Check Death Places for the Following: 

 is the place the same as the last known residence of the person 

 is the place a larger city near where the person lived 

 is the place in a different county or state from where the person lived 

 is the place somewhere that a child of the deceased person lived 
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Asking these questions about the Birth, Marriage, and Death dates and places on your pedigree 

chart will help you determine the validity of the data.  Verification is at the top of the list for its 

importance in the research process.  It also opens the door to new research goals. 

If a Mother of a child is under 12 years old or over 50 years, she may not be the mother of the 

child. If a Father is not at least 13 years old when a child is born, he may not be the father of the 

child. When there are a large number of years between the births of children, look for children 

who died during that time period or look for another wife.  Don’t rule out adoption or a child’s 

being raised by another family if the mother died.  If the mother was 125 years old when a child 

was born, she’s not the mother.  Carefully consider the child to parent relationships. 

If a child’s birthplace is not where a family lived, consider the time period.  Were there 

established roads?  Was travel by boat the norm?  Was train travel possible?  Question the birth 

places when a first child was born in Virginia in 1762 and the second child was born in 

California in 1763, third child in Virginia in 1765, etc.  Think about it!  Being familiar with the 

history and development of the birth place is essential.  

A marriage for a bride considered under age, (less than 18 in most places) would need consent 

from her father or mother. If a marriage date is after the birth of the first or second known child, 

it may have been an accepted custom for the time period or place.  In rural or frontier 

settlements, circuit-riding preachers who performed marriages only visited every one or two 

years.  If a bride is over 50 years old, she probably won’t have any children in the marriage. 

In older times, brides were usually married in their home or in a church where the family 

attended services.  If the marriage took place in an adjacent county or even across the state line, 

look at a map.  Are there roads between the two counties?  Are there rivers that would have to 

be crossed to get to the county or state?  Was it closer to go to an adjacent county’s courthouse? 

Were there mountains in the area? Geographical features could determine a marriage place. 

Compare the birth and death dates to determine a person’s age at the time of death.  If it’s over 

100 years, look for more than one source of verification. If a Father was deceased more than 

nine months when a child was born, he is most likely not the father. If the Mother was deceased 

when a child is born, she is most likely not the mother. 

A Death Place should be the same or near the last known residence of a person. A single 

surviving parent would often live with one of his/her children.  Sometimes this might be in 

another state. It was a common practice in earlier times for doctors to come to the home of 

someone who was ill.  If a death was eminent, the family would be gathered.  Funerals were 

held close to the place of death.  If a pre-1870 burial place is a far distance from the place of 

death, it’s questionable.  Take a close look at places, are they plausible?  Do they exist yet? 

Finding sources to support your genealogical data will result in new ancestors. Keep Searching!                                      
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