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In recent years, British academic institutions and scholars have made a consistent effort to 
collaborate with genealogists – to a much greater degree than is typical in the US.  This means there 
are a host of online historical databases that, while created and used by academic historians, were 
also planned and organized with genealogists in mind. As a bonus, many of the databases have free 
access. This class reviews these various databases and discusses their usefulness to British 
genealogical research.  
 
Humanities Research Institute (HRI) at the University of Sheffield 
London Lives (www.londonlives.org)  

 Access to 3.35 million names found in digitized, transcribed, and indexed records covering 
London from 1690 to 1800 (though some pieces cover to early 1900s) 

Connected Histories (www.connectedhistories.org)  

 Brings illustrations, newspapers, LondonLives, Origins.net, Masonic records, Local History, 
and other databases into one location.  Meant to link the local and personalized findings with 
sources covering wider topics and events.  Can search by person, place, or keyword. In 
conjunction with Institute for Historical Research (IHR) 

York Cause Papers 

 Cases which came before the various ecclesiastical courts within the Diocese of York 
between 1300 and 1858. Holdings at the Borthwick Institute, University of York. Full-color 
digital images, keyword and key name searches. 

Old Bailey Proceedings Online (www.oldbaileyonline.org)  

 Cases tried before London’s central court, the Old Bailey, between 1674 and 1913. 
Manuscripts Online (www.manuscriptsonline.org)  

 British documents and manuscripts from 1000-1500 from various archives. 
Medieval Book Makers, Owners and Users 

 Digital history project showing networks of publishers, book owners, and writers in 
medieval and early modern England. 

Locating London’s Past (www.locatinglondon.org)  

 Information about early modern, particularly eighteenth-century, London.  Capacity to use 
GIS (Geographic Information Systems) to map results onto a 1746 map of London and 
compare with Ordinance Survey (OS) Map of London from 1869-80 and from Google Maps 
of contemporary London. 

 
Institute for Historical Research (IHR) at the University of London (www.history.ac.uk)  
British History Online (free) 

 Sources about local and national history, particularly for parliamentary, religious, economic, 
and urban history.  Every word searchable, covers from the Middle Ages to 1900.  

Reviews in History (free, can subscribe to receive email alerts) 

 Online journal of reviews of scholarly historical research. 
English Historical Documents (via an institution with a subscription) 

 Covers 500 to 1914, transcribed documents and fully indexed (using a historical thesaurus). 
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VCH Explore (free) 

 Local history sources based on the Victoria County History project. 
 
Workhouses Online (www.workhouses.org.uk) 
Historical resources about workhouses (both before and after 1834), transcriptions of 1881 censuses 
from workhouses, and bibliography of extant records and their locations. 
 
Hearth Tax Online (www.hearthtax.org.uk)  
Searchable transcriptions of  the late 17th century heart taxes and historical sources about early 
modern taxation. 
 
Old Ordinance Survey Maps (www.old-maps.co.uk) 
Searchable historic maps.  
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