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Overview 

The purpose of this exam section is to test an applicant’s ability to evaluate pedigree problems 

and formulate appropriate research plans. The applicant will need to demonstrate analytical 

skills and knowledge of methodology. 

Sample Problems 

You will be given three to four pedigree problems to evaluate in one hour.  Your tasks will 

usually consist of evaluating the pedigree problem, listing the sources you would search and 

defining what information you would hope to find in each record. You may also be asked to 

prioritize the records into your preferred search order. 

Each pedigree problem is designed to test a specific strategy or groups of records. For example, 

one problem may test your knowledge about military records, a second may require knowledge 

of land and probate records, a third may test your ability to identify a married woman’s maiden 

name, and a fourth might require knowledge of history or cultural norms of a specific 

geographic area. 

 

Sample Problem 1:  

Robert Connelly’s tombstone in the Oshkosh, Wisconsin, town cemetery provides the following 

information:  

 Robert Connelly                Mary Connelly 

 Born 2 Dec 1839  Born 14 Aug 1842 

 Died 27 Jul 1888  Died 6 Nov 1894 

  GAR 

 

How might you identify Mary’s maiden name so that her line could be continued? 

 



Sample Problem 2:  

    Solomon Pierce 

   |b. abt 1772 

   |bp. of Connecticut 

   |d. 1812 

   |dp. Bridgeport, Connecticut 

Agnes Pierce  | 

b. abt 1803  |     

bp.    | 

m. 1825  |________________  

mp. Milford, Connecticut (married James Dye) 

d. 12 Aug 1853 

dp. Stratford, Connecticut 

 

How would you identify the siblings and mother of Agnes Pierce? 

 

Sample Problem 3:  

William Ware married Mary Bellamy on 23 January 1804 at Chesham, Buckinghamshire, 

England. How would you determine when and where William Ware was christened and the 

names of his parents? 

 

Rating 

Two raters who are accredited in the applicant’s accreditation area evaluate this exam using 

the same answer key.  

 

Tips 

 Become familiar with a wide variety of records types and methodologies. 

 Practice developing research plans for a variety of pedigree problems. 

 As you evaluate a pedigree problem, first define the research objective. Then determine 

the records that are most applicable to addressing the research objective in an effective 

and efficient manner. 



 Practice elaborating about what information you would expect to find in different types 

of records and how it would help you progress your research. 

What 

sources do I 

search? 

What do I expect to 

find? 

How will this help 

me solve the 

problem? 

   

   

   

   

 

Oral Review 

The oral review is scheduled after the written exam is passed with a score of 90% or better. The 

oral review is usually about one and one-half to two hours in length and can be conducted in 

person or from a remote site using Skype, FaceTime, or Google Hangout. Two to three 

reviewers attend the review and ask questions that may cover the following areas: 

 The four-generation project – Reviewers may ask questions about the strategies and 

procedures used in the four-generation project.  If the reviewers noted some 

weaknesses in your research methodology, they may point this out to you, or give you a 

project to strengthen your weak area. 

 The written exam – Reviewers may allow you to explain or elaborate on answers given 

in the written competency test. They will attempt to determine if you actually know the 

answers to questions you may have missed on the written portion of the exam. Or, they 

make ask questions related to incorrect or incomplete test responses to explore the 

candidate’s knowledge and abilities in the areas where weakness is suspected.   

 General topics pertinent to the accreditation area. 

If the reviewers feel you may be weak in a particular area, you may be asked to write a report 

on an area that needs to be strengthened before you officially “pass.”   

When the oral review is passed, you are welcomed into the ranks of Accredited Genealogist 

professionals, will sign the Code of Ethics, receive your certificate, and can use the AG 

credential. You are also encouraged to volunteer a portion of your time and talents to ICAPGen.   


