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Overview 

The purpose of the 3-hour research project is to test an applicant’s skills in data analysis, 

research planning, methodology, and report writing in a timed setting.  The applicant is 

presented a pedigree problem and must develop a research plan, conduct research and write a 

client report that details the results of the searches and makes recommendations for future 

research.  The applicant keeps a research log and updates family group records and a pedigree 

chart with all new information discovered during the research process. 

  

Sample Instructions and Problem 

You will be asked to conduct research as if for a client.  Your research time is restricted to three 

hours.  During that time you will conduct research based on the client’s objective and write a 

report as if to the client.  

Your client report must include the following elements: 

1. The research objective 

2. Background information (detailed information about what was known when research began 

– event dates and places; relationships) 

3. A list of five or more sources you would consult (the best sources to achieve the research 

objective) (You will not likely have time to consult all five sources; mention those you did 

not have time to search in your recommendations for future research) 

4. The research findings from the sources you did search 

5. Your analysis of the information you found 

6. A summary (or conclusion) about the research you conducted 

7. Your recommendations for future research, including the sources you would search next if 

you had more time and what you would expect to find in those sources 

 

 

 



You will generally be expected to do the following: 

1. Search as many of the five sources you listed as you can.   

2. Record each source as you use it on the research calendar.  Document each source with 

sufficient information for others to find the same information. 

3. Assemble the families and the new information you find onto family group records and a 

pedigree chart.  

4. Make a photocopy of the original documents that help solve the research objective.  Place a 

proper document number on the document and record the same number on the research 

calendar. Make sure you discuss the document in the report and include its number in 

either a footnote or a parenthetical citation.   

5. Transcribe or abstract at least one of the documents you photocopy in your report. 

 

You will be expected to turn in the following items: 

1. The completed client report 

2. The completed research log(s) 

3. The completed pedigree chart 

4. All of the family group records on which you recorded information 

5. Photocopied documents 

6. All notes you have written and all scrap paper used 

7. The instructions, including the research problem, for Section 6 

 

Sample Problem 1:  

In 1862, John Mann and his wife Amanda were living in Buffalo, New York.  They had one 

daughter, Mary Ann, who was born about 1860 in New York.  A preliminary survey has been 

completed on this pedigree, and it is now time to continue research in original records.  Do not 

search FamilySearch Family Tree or any other family trees such as those found in Ancestry and 

World Connect.  They were previously searched during the preliminary survey.  The client wants 

original research conducted.    

The objective is to identify the parents and siblings of Amanda Mann.  Compile a family group 

sheet listing Amanda and her brothers and sisters as children.   

 

 



Sample Problem 2: 

    David Almond 

   |b. abt 1823 

   |bp. Ohio 

   |d. 1861 

   |dp. Nelson, Ohio 

Jesse Almond   | 

b. July 1847  | ________________    

bp. Nelson, Ohio 

m. 24 Oct 1873 

mp. Vermillion, Illinois 

d. 12 Aug 1902 

dp. Vermillion, Illinois 

 

The client wants to identify Jesse’s mother and siblings, and then extend the maternal line.  A 

preliminary survey has been completed on this pedigree, and it is now time to continue 

research in original records.  Do not search FamilySearch Family Tree or any other family trees 

such as those found in Ancestry and World Connect.  They were previously searched during the 

preliminary survey. The client wants original research conducted.    

 

Rating 

Two raters who are accredited in the applicant’s accreditation area evaluate this exam using 

the same grading rubrics. Criteria they consider include items such as the following: 

 Were all expected items returned to the proctor (report, research log, pedigree chart, 

family group record, and documents)? 

 Was the research objective stated clearly and completely (e.g., correct objective, name, 

dates, places, relationships)? 

 Were at least five key record groups listed in the research plan, mentioned in the report, 

or outlined on the research log? (Sources not searched due to time constraints can be 

listed in the future recommendations section of the report.) 

 Was at least one document abstracted or transcribed (demonstrates the applicant’s 

knowledge of how to property abstract or transcribe a document)? 

 Were all facts consistently supported by a proper standard of proof? (e.g., reasonably 

extensive research, careful evaluation of evidence, accurate evaluation, etc.) 



 Were all facts consistently supported by footnotes? 

 Did the applicant use a good research strategy? 

 Did the applicant discuss all generations that were discovered? 

 Did the applicant correctly interpret the research findings and properly evaluate the 

evidence? 

 Were the suggestions for future research reasonable, pertinent to the objective, and 

detailed? 

 Did the research log include the essential items? 

 Were all sources discussed in the report found in the research log and on the family 

group records? 

 Did the pedigree chart include the correct families and was all information found during 

research listed on the chart? 

 Did the family group records include the correct family members and was all 

information found during research listed on these records? 

 

Tips 

 Make certain that you understand all of the instructions before starting the time clock. 

 You may use the computer to compose your report or turn in a handwritten report. 

 You may use your own research log template or use the provided printed log. 

 You may use a genealogical software database to record your data and print out the 

FGR and PC at the end of the project or use the provided printed FGR and PC.  The 

report, research log, and database will be deleted immediately after printing. 

 If testing at the FHL, obtain a copy card in advance. 

 Update the FGR, PC, and research log as you conduct research. 

 Consider starting the report before you begin research—state the research objective 

and the research plan. 

 Make certain that you state the correct objective and follow it. 

 Write the report as you research or stop research after the first hour and begin writing 

your report. Make certain that you allow enough time to write the report, copy 

documents, update the log, etc. 

 Remember that the goal is to conduct research and report it properly. Do not get overly 

concerned about identifying multiple generations. It is not how far you get that is being 

evaluated.  

 Analyze the evidence in your report—don’t just present the research findings. 

 Include an abstract or transcript of at least one document. Choose a short one. 



 Edit your report carefully. Correct any spelling, punctuation, and grammatical errors. 

 Include a summary of your research (or a concluding statement). 

 Make certain that your research log, PC, FGR, and report, all contain the same sources. 

 Construct a list of at least three or four pertinent, detailed recommendations for future 

research. 

 Remember that ALL files will be deleted immediately after being printed. Double-check 

that you have printed ALL documents and the CORRECT documents before the files are 

deleted. 

 Prepare for this exam section by practicing multiple 3-hour research projects. 


