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Data Type Comments Online Sources 

1. US 
Censuses; 
individual 
State censuses 

 1850 census lists everyone and ages 
for each, but no family relationships 

 Earlier censuses list head of 
household and number of others by 
age and sex 

 State censuses usually name only 
the "head of household" 

 ancestry.com 

 family search 

 my heritage 

2. Family 
records, 
including 
Bibles, diaries, 
some books 

 Excellent source, but be careful 
about accuracy of the old books, 
Bibles 

 Be especially cautious of copying 
posted family trees that offer no 
sources 

 Bibles help with maiden names 

 Some published books could 
be online 

 Data postings might be online 

 Message boards can be 
helpful, as on ancestry.com 

3. Newspapers  Most old newspapers are found on 
the "for pay" sites 

 The newspapers are often hard to 
find but there are a few good 
finding sources 

 Obits will be the best genealogy 
item but other newspaper stories 
may help as well 

 Might provide hints or more 
regarding family connections 

 Linkpendium may offer 
information as to the possible 
newspapers in a county 

 Eliphond.com lists all online 
newspaper sources in world 

 Newspapers.com has the 
largest online collection 

 Chronicling America is the 
LOC free site 

 Fulton County history site (for 
NY State)  – Free 

 Some States have special 
online collections 

4. Probate 
records 

 These records provide excellent 
data and are available for a good 
percentage of people – about 25% 
in US in 1800 had probate 

 Start with family search 
catalog or Linkpendium to see 
what is available; many are 
online 

5. Tax records  These records are super in placing 
individuals in a certain time and 
place 

 Start with family search 
catalog or Linkpendium to see 
what is available; some are 
online 
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 Local county records may 
help 

Data Type Comments Online Sources 

6. Marriage 
records 

 These are usually found at the State 
or county level; some states do a 
much better job than others 

 Individual state websites 

 Also, look at Family Search 
and Linkpendium to see what 
might be available online 

7. Military 
records 

 Pension applications and related 
investigative files may have superb 
data 

 Fold3.com 

 ancestry.com 

 family search 

 National Park Service 

 Various US State sites 

8.Maps  Maps for an ancestor's time period 
can help define his movements, and 
reasons for migrating 

 Various map collections, 
many online 

 Old gazetteers,  many online 
(find them via Linkpendium) 

 mapofus.com is excellent 

9. Historical 
books 

 19th century books may have 
material that offers insights into the 
early families 

 Digitized early books, found 
via Google, Family Search, 
BYU books, or Linkpendium 

10. Property 
records 

 More often than not, property 
records can be found for most US 
locations in the first half of the 
1800s, sometimes even earlier than 
that 

 Family search catalog can 
help identify property record 
availability; many are digitized 
and online 

11. DNA 
records 

 This is a more challenging area to 
get good analytic data, but many 
persons have had success with DNA 
testing to either prove or disprove 
certain relationships 

 DNA will be more important in 
future 

 Following an individual's DNA 
test, the testing agency offers 
data on matches 

 FTDNA is the largest firm 

12. City 
Directories 

 For urban ancestors, certain towns 
have useful early city directories for 
the early 1800s 

 Usually, these directories are 
placed online by the cities or 
counties themselves; they can 
be found via family search or 
Linkpendium 

13. Big Search 
Engines 

 These big search engines are 
excellent aids in finding the various 
types of records noted in this table 

 They are especially helpful for 
finding digitized books 

 Google 

 Linkpendium 

 Mocavo 
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14. Church 
records 

 Where they are available, these 
records are excellent for providing 
vital data 

 Only some of these early 
records are available online, 
although the number 
available online is constantly 
increasing 

 


